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MAURICE RAVEL
(1875-1937)

Menuet antique (1895)
Pavane pour une infante défunte (1899)
Menuet sur le nom d’Haydn (1909)

Valses nobles et sentimentales (1911)
I. Modéré - trés franc

II.* Assez lent
III. Modéré
IV. Assez animé
V. Presque lent
VI. Vif

VII. Moins vif

VIII. Epilogue. Lent

INTERMISSION

Sonatine (1903-05)
Modéré
Mouvement de Menuet
Animé

Gaspard de la Nuit (1908)
Poems by Aloysius Bertrand read by Professor Nicole
Mallet
Ondine
Le Gibet
Scarbo



PROGRAM NOTES

Maurice Ravel, born in 1875 in Ciboure to well-educated and
cultured parents, lived and worked in Paris until his death in 1937.
His studies at the Paris Conservatoire spanned the years 1889 to
1905 and included five unsuccessful entries in the Prix de Rome.
He studied composition with Gabriel Fauré. His output includes
two operas, eighteen ballets and orchestral works, over thirty-five
solo songs, several chamber and instrumental works, five pieces
for two pianists and twelve for solo piano. Some distinctive-
characteristics of Ravel’s music are his use of musical imagery, his
fascination with old forms, harmonic inventiveness while adhering
to the diatonic system, use of repeated notes and parallel chords as
structural and prolongational devices, free treatment of
dissonances, and abrupt juxtaposition of conflicting harmonies.

enuet antique (1895), orchestrated 1929), Ravel’s first published
piano work, is in ternary song-form (ABA), with the three sections
contrasting in character and key. The ‘antique’ qualities come
from the use of the natural minor scale with its lowered leading-
tone and the many sequential phrases. Menuet antique was
dedicated to and first performed (1898) by the pianist Ricardo
Vifies, who also premiered Pavane pour une infante défunte in
1902 and Gaspard de la Nuit in 1908. The Pavane, composed
for solo piano in 1899 and transcribed for orchestra in 1910,
quickly became one of Ravel’s most popular works. Its success
was a source of annoyance to Ravel, who later deplored its weak
form and obvious influence of Chabrier. The title should be
translated as "Pavane for a deceased princess."

The incidental piece Menuet sur le nom d’Haydn (1909) is based
on an adaptation of the 16th-century "soggetto cavato”, in which
a musical subject is ’carved out’ of a word or sentence. The pitch
names of the transcribed H-A-Y-D-N becomes B-A-D-D-G, a
motif which occurs forward, backward, and upside down.

Valses nobles et sentimentales, written for piano in 1911 and
orchestrated for a ballet in 1912, is a series of eight waltzes.
Ravel intended to imitate the waltzes of Schubert, with their lilting
rhythms, rubato, balanced phrases, clear form, and unexpected
harmonic subtleties. Character varies from vigorous to




